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For every phwel: construct @ ray from the eye.
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If the point of origin changes,
thelwonld moves but the body doesn't
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INFORMATION FOR USERS
INFORMATION LEAFLET T0 ACCOMPANY.
A BANNER FOR SOMATIC DESIGN,
DEPICTING FIVE 3D-GENERATED
HUMANQID REPRESENTATIONS

Please read carefully. This leaflet
contains important information:

« Save this leaflet, it might be useful
in other circumstances.

«If you have add tianal questions,
discuss with your colleagues.

«If you experience a warsening of
your condition, document ang
publish.

«If you experience any of the side
effects described in this leaflet or
you experience additional side-
effects not described in this leaflet,
teport a bug

« See under 4 a find out if you are
specifically at risk

1. What is this image?

The image is circa 80 cm wide and 750
m high, printed on & high resclution
inket printer.

It accampanies @ display of results from
the course Somatic Design ~ Fonaments
del Disseny | (2014 2015) and can be
found in the hallway of 8au, Design
Callege of Barcelana, May 12-18, 2015
The image consists of five 3D-generated
humancid representatians, depicted as
witeframe textures an a white cantou,
placed an a bload-ed backgraund

The 3D-generated humanaid represen
tations are depicted on nearly lfe-size,
withaut clothes and holding the same
body posture.

The software used to gererate this image
is MakeHuman, an ‘apen saurce tol for
making 3D-characters'

The perspective used is orthoganal, the
figues appear stacked upon each ather.
Height is narmalized: the figure repre
senting a grown-up male is arger than
the female, the older female figure is
smaller than the younger female.

The genitals of the lzrgest male figure
and elder female figure ate hidden; the
genitals of the acult female figure are
only half-shown; the genitals of the
childeren are shawn frontally

2. Important information abaut
3D-generated humanaid
representations:

-~ There s an illusionary trck at work
related to the resolution of the image.
30 generated images might appear
hyper real but are generatec fiom a
crude underlying stiucture

- 30-generated imagery has a particular
way of dealing with inside and autside
The 'mesh that is depicted here as a
wireframe, necessitates a binary
divisian between inside and autside,
between flesh and skin

- Software for generating 30 humanoid
representations is parametric. This
means that ts space of possibilities is
pre defined

+ The nature of the algorithms used for
generating these represertatians, has
an effect an the nature of the
representa-tion tself.

- 3D-generated humanaid representa-
tians often depart fram a fundamentally
narcissistic structure

- These 30-generated images are aligned
with a humanist cultural paradiom
otherwise known as The Modern
Project. They are nat isolated from this
péradim, but are evidence of an
epidemy.

+ The Madern Project praduces a desire
for an ecstasy of the real.

3.1 Befare engaging with humanaid
representations:

- Remember that viewing images has
always an effect. In this leaflet
engagement s used rather than seeing
orlooking tis nat possible 1o view
without being transformed.

* Representatians are made by a callec:
1ive of humans and nan-humans. Here,
algarithms and tocls are ca-desigring

+ Sclentific data suggests perfection
thiough averaging. An average s the
result of a mathematical calculation
and results in hypochandria

3.21n case human
are grouped:

representations

+ What is placed in the foreground and
what s placed in the background
matters. I badies are ordered by size
and age (for example smaller and

younget n the foreground, larger and
alder in background), a heraichy is
suggested that might not be there

+Size matters. The carrelation between
age, gender and size is usually nat
correspanding to the average

+ Nuclear families are not the norm.

The representian of gender ard age, as
well as the number of bodies depicted,
is always a decision and never an
accident.

« The depiction of figures with a variety
of racial physiolagical features matters
Even if ths group is not all caucasian,
There s na mestiza in the image. The.
eality of hybridisaian is mare complex.

+ The lack of resemblance ta how peaple
physically relate in daily life, matters
Bodies are not usually stacked that
closely, nor positioned behind each
ather frantally. neither holding all the
exact same body posture.

- The represented space for relational
possibilties can be unneccesarily
fimited. For example: if in a group anly
ane male is depicted, it is assumed thal
this bady willrlate to the others in a
heterorpatriarchal manner

4. Counter-indications:

Be especially careful with this type of
image

« You have (or belarg to) & family.

+ You are pregnant of actating

 You feel traumatized by hetero
patilaichal, capialist of religious
institutions

+ Yaur botly type does nat it

+ Yau think another world i passible

 Yaur unconscious shines

Take care if you are concerned by the
over representation of nuclear families.

5. How shauld | engage with this
mage?

Approach these images with care,
especially when you are alane. It is useful
10 diseuss your impressions and
intuitians with colleagues

- Try out various ways of crtically
engaging with the representation

- Measure yourself and your calleagues
against this representation.

+Try decolonial perspectives

« Ask questians about the ordering of
figures, what is made visible and what
is eft aut

« Ask why these humanoids do nat have
any (pubic) hair

- Prablematize the parametric nature of
these images: Wha is their space of
possiilties?

Be aware of your desire apparatus

6. Intera

ns with ather image

These images are part of an ecasystem
they generally align with gender-stereo:
types and nealiberal post-colonialist
imagery, found in mainsiream media
They might look ‘normal’ just because
they seem o fit

Pay attention to the hallucinatory effect of
repetitian.

7. What to avoid while engaging with
this image:

Avaid trusting this image as a
representatian of your species. The
pseudo-scientfic atmasphere if creates
is an illusion, and constructed for a
reason. Do not compare yoursel with
these representations.

8. What are the most common side
effects of engaging with humanoid
representations:

+ Vertiga and dis-orlentation

+ A general feeling of not belanging

+ Anger,frustration

+ Insamnia, canfusian

+ Nausea

- Speechlessness

- An agitation of life conditions

It may increase thinking or extreme
questioning

9. In case of overdose:

In case of verdose, a false sense of
inclusion might be experienced. Apply at
least three of the methods ceseribed
under 5. Repeat if necessary until the
condition ameliorates

This leaflet provides basic
informatian about engaging with 30
generated humanaid representations.

After eading, it is not uncammon
that an initially passive reception
transfarms inta anather level of
engagement. You might experience a
desire to generate action and
political work vis-a-vis humaraid and
other representatians. In this case, it
is advisable that you approach your
condition collectively
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