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Louise, Mike, and Andy decide to attend the Heritage Foundationôs annual 

Resource Bank meeting at the Renaissance hotel in Chicago, April 29-30, 2004.

Heritage is the biggest free-market think tank - in fact the biggest think tank 

period - in Washington. It has a budget of $25 million and provides ótalking 

pointsô to conservative Congressmen who donôt have time to do their own 

research. Heritage is a kind of ógrey eminenceô behind Congress, and very actively 

helps direct US politics.

And what a bunch of radicals these folks are! Like the rare ultra-anarchist, they 

basically want to ósmash the stateô - but unlike such anarchists, theyôre rich, not 

so rare, and succeeding.

Heritage is very up-front about these goals. Paul Krugman and others have 

pointed out that the goal of the Bush administration seems to be to bankrupt 

the federal government; the Heritage Foundation indeed announces this vision 

up front: óToo many conservatives lose hopeô, writes Heritage president Edwin 

J. Feulner. óThey doubt that the liberal welfare state can be brought to collapse... 

In short, they doubt that The Heritage Foundationôs Vision for America can be 

achieved.ô (By óliberal welfare stateô he means Social Security, the Department of 

Education, and so on - but not the Department of Defence. Read on.)
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